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FIGHTING MAD: Ottawa's plan to slash unemployment insurance payments is a
“gavage attack,” Liberal MP Warren Allmand tells Ottawa reporters yesterday.
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unemployment insurance program
that will see most of the savings
redirected into training programs
run by the private sector or the
government.

The changes tie unemployment
insurance paymenis more closely
to regional jobless rates, with tight-
er rules cutling back benelils
everywhere except where the
unemployment rate tops 15 per
cent,

Job creation

In Halifax, for example, 2 poten-
tial recipient has to work 18 weeks
— instead of 12 weeks — to qualify
for unemployment insurance pay-
ments. The worker then receives
only 41 weeks of payments rather
than 0.
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However, Kroeger later explain-+
ed in more detail that almost allof
the 3 million whe receive unem--
ployment insurance each year will-
be affected in small or large ways:
when eligibility ruies are tight-;
ened. :
“It's incredible that the govern-
meni presents revolutionary:
changes to the unemplovment,
insurance program (without being)
able to tell us how many people will -
be affected,” New Democratic-
Party MP Steven Langdon told-
McDougall in the Commons. _
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