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Host a 
Fundraiser for  
FoodShare
A Toolkit for Community Members

support foodshare

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/


Why fundraise for FoodShare?
A fundraiser is a way of bringing your community together in support of a cause 
you are passionate about. By organising a fundraiser in support of FoodShare 
and donating the proceeds, you are helping us push back against oppressive 
systems and advocate for a more equitable food system that centres 
communities most affected by poverty and food insecurity. Funds raised by 
community members in support of FoodShare allow us the flexibility to act 
quickly when programming opportunities in urban farming, community kitchens 
and food justice learning opportunities arise, as well as playing a huge role in 
enabling our advocacy work and to set a high standard when it comes to the 
rights of the workers on our team (like being a Living Wage employer). 

How can I fundraise for FoodShare?
A fundraiser can be a one day event or an ongoing activity. Anyone can host a 
fundraiser! If you care about food justice in your city, hosting a fundraiser for 
FoodShare is a great way to help out and get others around you inspired and 
involved — family, friends, colleagues, classrooms or neighbours.

Small businesses, makers and event 
organisers are also welcome to fundraise 
for FoodShare through ticket sales, 
giveaways, or a portion of proceeds. 

This toolkit is designed to make fundraising 
for FoodShare as easy as possible. We’ve 
included answers to frequently asked 
questions as well as examples of awesome 
fundraising ideas we’ve seen from within 
the FoodShare community.

“I wanted to support a 
community’s bold  
progressive thinking. 

FoodShare also does a lot of work in 
my community and this was a way 
for me to use resources that I have 
access to that could directly impact 
those being cared for right here.”

— CARRIE PERRAULT
Raised funds for FoodShare via an 
online silent art auction in 2021Piece of artwork  

auctioned by Carrie

Get inspired by 
past fundraisers on page 8
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Fundraising for  
FoodShare
A QUICKSTART GUIDE

Choose the type 
of fundraiser you 
would like to hold 

Create a  
fundraising page

Promote  
your fundraiser 

Make 
your donation

tweet  
about it

make 
a reel

share 
a post

host  
an event

credit 
card

write 
a cheque

over the 
phone

garage sale

lemonade 
stand

comedy 
show

I will donate  
a portion of the  

earnings from my...

canadahelps.org
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
How can I collect donations for FoodShare?

You can fundraise either online or offline. Choose whichever works best for you 
and your group:

Online fundraising – This is an effective and efficient 
way to engage your supporters and to collect donations. 
You can create your own personal fundraising page on 
CanadaHelps here*. You will find step-by-step guidelines 
on how to set up your own personal fundraising page 
as well as some helpful resources. Remember to select 
“FoodShare Toronto” as a charity you will fundraise for. 
Your donors will receive an e-receipt right away when 
they make a donation, and funds will be automatically 
sent to FoodShare.

Offline fundraising – You can collect pledges, cash or cheques in person at 
your event or leading up to it. Please ensure cheques are made payable to 
“FoodShare Toronto”.

For offline fundraising, how do I get the actual funds raised to FoodShare?

There are three ways to make your donation:

1. Cheque Donations

Cheques can be made payable to FoodShare Toronto and sent by mail to: 

FoodShare Toronto 
Attn: Development Team 
120 Industry Street - Unit C 
York  ON M6M 4L8

*Or if you want 
to fundraise on 
Facebook or 
GoFundMe, you can! 
Just add FoodShare 
as a charity to 
benefit from your 
fundraiser. 
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2. Phone Donations

Call 416-363-6441 x 215 between Monday- Friday between 9am - 5pm for a 
member of our Development Team to process your donation via credit card over 
the phone. Please leave a message and let us know a convenient time to call you 
back and complete the donation. 

3. Online Donations

 Click here to make your donation. 

How do contributors to my fundraiser get a tax receipt?

When running a community fundraiser the best way to ensure all your 
contributors receive an individual tax receipt is by setting up an online 
fundraising page. You can create your own personal fundraising page on 
CanadaHelps here. E-receipts will be sent to your supporters right away.

How should I describe FoodShare?

We have provided an About FoodShare paragraph in the Resources section 
(see page 7). You can use other details available on our website or social media 
channels if you want to personalise a description for your community. 

Can I use FoodShare’s logo?

Please use this version of FoodShare’s logo on 
any materials you create for your fundraiser.

How can I make sure my fundraiser is successful?

Our #1 tip is that communication is key! Make sure that people know about your 
fundraiser, and keep people updated on your progress. Here are some more tips 
from CanadaHelps on holding a successful fundraiser.

You should also always say thank you to the amazing friends, family and peers 

Download logo here
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that support your fundraiser—so we’ve given you an easy way to say thanks. 
You can copy and paste the email template from the Resources section (see 
page 7) to send to your supporters.

And let us know how your fundraiser goes! Promote your fundraiser on social 
media and remember to tag us @FoodShareTO on Instagram, Twitter, LinkedIn 
and Facebook. You can also send photos and videos of your fundraiser in action 
to communications@foodshare.net. We’ll be sure to celebrate your successes 
together online!

How can I make my fundraiser low-barrier to increase accessibility?

You can consider offering forms of payment that do not require a credit card 
(such as cash, e-transfer) and then making the donation on behalf of your 
contributor(s). You can also offer lower cost options such as a sliding scale fee 
or lower starting bids (if your fundraiser is an auction) to increase participation 
in your fundraiser for folks who may face financial constraints but who still want 
to get involved.

Who can I contact if I have further 
questions?

If you have any questions about how 
your support is making a difference you 
can reach our Development Team via 
email at donations@foodshare.net.
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RESOURCES 
About FoodShare description 
FoodShare is a food justice organization that advocates for the right to food 
and challenges the systemic barriers that keep people from accessing the food 
they need to thrive. FoodShare works alongside the communities that are most 
affected by food insecurity: Black and Indigenous people, people of colour, 
people with disabilities, and folks living on a low income. All of FoodShare’s 
work is about people accessing food on their own terms, whether it’s supporting 
urban farms, subsidizing local produce markets or coordinating community 
kitchens. FoodShare envisions a Toronto where all people can feed themselves, 
their loved ones, and their communities with dignity and joy.

Donor thank you email template
Dear <Name>, 

Thank you for supporting my fundraiser on <Date> at <Location> for FoodShare.

FoodShare’s work to uphold the right to food for all communities is more critical 
than ever. One in five Toronto households experience food insecurity, and 
that gap is widening in the wake of COVID-19. People experiencing poverty 
are struggling with rising housing costs, paying for services like childcare, and 
putting food on the table.

Your generous gift helps sustain folks most impacted by food insecurity and 
support community leaders trying to make a change. Each year, FoodShare 
reaches more than 460,000 people through creative projects that increase 
access to fresh, nutritious food and offer opportunities in cooking, growing 
and education. Your contributions have helped move this work forward!

Thank you for standing with me for food justice and helping transform a Toronto 
where everyone can feed themselves, their loved ones, and their communities 
with dignity and joy.

Sincerely,
<Your Name>

Download logo here
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GET INSPIRED! 
Looking for ideas of what a fundraiser for FoodShare can look like?  
Some of our community members and friends have had success with the 
following fundraisers:

All proceeds events 
Barque Smokehouse ran a pay-what-you-can 
pancake brunch.

Rebels Theatre donated all the proceeds from their  
TO Zoom Shoom comedy shows. 

Silent auctions 
Carrie Perrault coordinated a silent 
auction of unique side plates.

Artists from left to right: Maya Fuhr,  
Vanessa Dion Fletcher, Amanda White

Portion of ticket/admission sales 
Hoopersonic Toronto held a virtual flow art and dance event with a portion of 
their ticket sales going to support FoodShare. 

Personal or group challenge 
U of T’s Onion Club bit into an onion to raise funds for FoodShare.
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Portion of proceeds 
Left Field Brewery donated $2 from sales of  
a special Beer for Everybody 6-pack. 

Fresh City Farms and 100km Foods have added 
donation options to their e-commerce sites to 
collect customer donations at checkout. 

Raffles and product giveaways 
Grape Witches hosted a raffle on a special wine pack with 100% of the 
proceeds donated to support our work. They also continue to run a portion of 
proceeds campaign to benefit FoodShare. 

Keegan Bielawski raffled off a handmade bag for FoodShare via Instagram. 

Special occasion celebrations
A special birthday or anniversary can be a great time 
to show your support for FoodShare with an online 
or in-person fundraiser. We’ve even had folks ask for 
donations instead of a wedding registry! 

Fundraising with 
kids and youth?

Here are some more 
great ideas from 
CanadaHelps! 
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